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Clinton, Mississippi 
November 6,1950 


q 


irs. Luoy M. Rice, 
Charleston, “ississippi 


Dear Mrs. Rice: 
Your letter with request to hand. snd\since 1 was particularly interested in 
Brother Rockett, 1 have assembled the following data pegerding which,1 thought, might be 


of interest to you -“ the cuurch: 


His name first appears in our records in the Oxford association minute of 1875, 


listed as i“ a Licentiate, post office, Taylor's vepot, Lafayette — The following 


year his name is listed in the ordained ministers' célum. In 1875, nevis reported as 


poate, of the Yecena (or Tocowa) church, doubtless his first pastorate; and that year he 


te made chsivuen of the Comm. on Foreign liissions. ‘From that time on he-o one of the out- 


‘ 


standing leaders of the Oxford Association, serving as Moderator two years, 1895 and 1694.’ 
In 1876, he became pastor of the Water Valley church, continuing to 1884,- when the 
ceabdership stood at 150, the largest in the association, the next largest being Good Hope 
with 104. He continued in the oxford Association for the gost part till 1906, when he 
is listed as residing at Charleston where he remained for two years. In 1$10, he is at 


Sallis, but in 1915 is back at Courtland, Lafayette County, wnere had resiced and sefved 
, . we 
the local Baptist church for many years before going to Charleston. iis last jastcrates 


were with the Courtland, Tocowa and Pope Baptist churches in Oxford association. 
The Oxford Association minute of Sept. 1915 etek the report of the Obituary-Comm. ° 
r@Mes from which 1 gather the following: | | 
"Ele. B-B Rockets 


‘Brother Kockett was born and reared in Lafayette County, Miss. 
_ and edveated at Mississippi College.....Our beloved Brother Rockett 
,Was likewise one of our strongest men; a student of splendid scholarship, 
@ super’ sermoniser, and a delightful preacher, never failing to interest 
and help every thoughtful hearer. He was no less delightful and helpful 
around the fireside. He loved his listeners, and was a delightful ¢ 
companion. He was modest in his bearing, and withal an idéal Christian 
gentleman, but bold in his defense of the doctrines of his cenomination. 
He was conservative und gentlemanly in his conduct toward those who 
differed with him 

"The greater pert of Brother Kockett's ministerial life was spent 
in pastoral work in the bounds of this Assoiation. He was a good pastor, 
and wise and safe in counsel. 

‘We mius him from the services of — ‘poay, but we shall ever cherish - 


r ‘ “« 
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: \ 
his memory. May his mantle fall on same yeas r man to whom the L 
2 will give a double portion of His spirit. stella si 
a ‘after a lingering illness, our beloved fell on sleep, at his 
home in C,urtland, Miss., on Feby. 15,1915. 
: ‘ thespectfully submitted. 
| W.l.Hargis,J.W.Lee, J.¥.Higginbotham', 


A PBRSONAL WOMD: The writer of these lines was never acquainted, with Brother Rockett, 
nor conversant with these facts about his life and labors. Anca as-l have traced them 
in sépgf# reverence : 
this day, 1 am constrained to bow ay head/to. his name and memory, and sffergg@ thanks- 
ing to God that I have been the recipient of a choice povtion of his valuable library. 
And 1 wonder if 1. ca, the youngey’ um upon whom his mantle has fallen. 
Having eretuatedsiren the Southern Baptist Theqlogical Seminary in June 1914, 1 
was serving my first uississippi pastorate at. Colawater, fate County, Kiss. when some- 
time in the early 1915 a,letter came to me» asking that come to Batesville, uiss. and 


call on -krs. H.W-Hockett. when 1 reached her none, she told me of her husband's susan 


and of her desire that his books might be so distributed as to be of the greatest use ~~ 


and benefit to any young preachers who would taket them. She sent me up stairs to look 


them through ana te take any and all that i thought might be of benefit in my work as 
A young preacher. 7 ; 7 f 

It -was one of the greatest ourprises: of my life. (1 was so elated that 1 did not 
mney what a reay or ask who gave her my name. and i eau glad I vata not make that blunder. 
tive thought that Brother J.W.Lee might have aone at). 

Aftor going throught the large collection of books and sorting out the mes 1 wanted, 
1 was really skadiailie to let her see howmmany l' had picked out for myself. (Being & 
beginner I didn't have many books, and i aduit 1 mst have shown greediness, since too 1. 


was the first. that had a chance at then) Those books, particularly the Sew Pestanent 


Greek Lefiocns etc. “have been a doom to me through the years-—-his markings and smarginaltel 


were so helpfult te : ; he a Ms | ! 
I thanked Mrs. lockett the best I knew how for her generous offer. and urs. Rice, 


if you ‘\mow that she is still living and will send me her address, I shall try again to 
show my gratitude. : | 


- Mississippi Baptist / : . _ Very sincerely, fl x 
; : P é s P . 
J.b.Boyd, oh ae 
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